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THE LATEST NEWS ABOUT THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN OF THE DORCAS WIDOWS IN KAMPALA, UGANDA 

A Child Sponsorship Success Story – Ben and Jacob 

It has been an exciting year for the 

Child Sponsorship Program and 

we have seen the hand of God 

touch the lives of our children in 

exciting ways. We would like to 

highlight a couple of students and 

their stories of what God has been 

doing in their lives. May He receive 

all the Glory!   

Ben (top picture) was found by the 

Dorcas Widows 3 years ago in a 

desperate situation. He was living 

in a child-headed household of 4 

kids with no adults to care for them 

as they struggled to survive in the 

only ways they knew how. As the 

oldest, Ben was prostituting his 

only sister to help make money 

and the other boys were reduced 

to being thieves so they could eat.  

The widows themselves were 

taking turns caring for the children 

by bringing them food and 

checking on them whenever 

 

Hello there! My name is Renee Skifstad and I am excited to be the newest staff member to join the Dorcas 

Widows Fund.  Let me briefly tell you how I came to be part of this exciting organization!  

My journey to Africa began about a year and a half ago. It was during that time that the Lord began stirring 

up my heart for overseas ministry, specifically Africa. I didn't really know all that entailed at the time, but as 

the desire grew stronger I sensed the Lord leading me to take a "vision trip" to several different organizations 

in Africa to experience what He was doing and to see where He might want to use me!  

In relaying this plan to my father, He told me that his good friend back in Minnesota had a daughter named 

Kari Miller who had an organization called The Dorcas Widows Fund supporting widows in Uganda and he 

encouraged me to check it out! Uganda was the last stop on my two month Vision trip and I absolutely fell in 

love with the widows and children who were part of this ministry. I felt the Lord say "this is it…your deep 

joy is here amongst my people." Through a lot of prayer, hard work and the amazing generosity of friends 

and family I was able to raise support and have come to work as the new Child Services Coordinator for the 

next two years in Kampala. I am so excited to learn about Uganda and to know, understand and serve the 

beautiful widows and children of the Dorcas Widows! 

 

possible. The ladies approached 

us and asked if there was anything 

we could do to help these children. 

God brought forth a sponsor for 

the oldest two boys, Ben and 

Jacob, and we were able to help 

place the 3 younger children with 

other organizations. Since then, 

we have seen such exciting 

changes and healing take place in 

the lives of Ben and Jacob! 

When Ben, who is now 24, was 

found, he was near death as he is 

diabetic and could not afford the 

insulin he needs to take multiple 

times a day. Ben’s sponsor has 

been able to help get him insulin to 

manage his condition and pay for 

his courses to become a 

mechanic. As of this month, he has 

finished his certificate course for 

mechanics and plans on getting a 

job after he finishes his industrial 

training course in March. We are 
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pleased to see the dedication he 

has creating a better future for 

himself and his siblings! 

Jacob is now 18 and is an 

energetic, hard-working and 

determined young man (lower 

picture). He has just finished 

senior high school and Lord 

willing, plans to attend 

University in 2012 which would 

make him the first DWF 

sponsored child that will attend a 

higher level of education! 

We praise God for His provision 

and for the heart of their sponsor 

who has saved these children’s 

lives and given them a hope for a 

bright future. Ben & Jacob are so 

thankful for the love, support and 

care they have received from 

their sponsor. 

 

Please see the article on Page 

2 written by Ben & Jacob’s 

sponsor, Michelle Ewald! 
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 Two Hearts of Africa 
By Michelle Ewald – Sponsor of Ben and Jacob (pictured 

with her daughter Madison and son Austin) 

A few years ago I was thumbing 

through my community’s local paper 

when I ran across an article about a 

few women reaching out across the 

ocean to help a larger group of 

women--widows--and children in 

Africa. That’s how I came to learn 

about the Dorcas Widows Fund and 

the meaningful work it does. 

 

At the time I had a growing desire to 

support faith-based causes in which I 

knew specifically where the money 

was going and how it was being used. 

Truthfully, I really wanted to know 

who my donation was impacting – I 

wanted a more personal connection 

beyond what writing a check could 

give. And, ideally, I wanted every 

penny I gave to serve the Lord’s 

kingdom. As a single parent, I was 

drawn to organizations that helped 

women and children. The Dorcas 

Widows Fund clearly met all my 

criteria…and more. I called Lisa at 

DFW immediately and asked how I 

could get involved. She enlightened 

me; and the opportunities for 

directly impacting women and 

children’s lives across the globe 

seemed well within reach. Shortly, 

thereafter, I was headed down the 

path of sponsorship. 

 

I selected Ben to sponsor first and 

that decision was easy. I had it in 

my mind to sponsor a young girl, 

so when Lisa sent me eight profiles 

of children with only three of them 

being girls I thought, “hopefully 

this won’t be too tough.”  But then 

I read Ben’s story. He didn’t have a 

mother. She died of AIDS. In fact, 

both of his parents died of AIDS. 

His two younger brothers were 

placed in a home for street children 

and his sister was in a home for 

child prostitutes where she was 

getting emotional counseling so 

she could return to school. I didn’t 

need to read any further. I knew 

Ben was the one. He needed a 

mother and while I couldn’t be 

there in person, I could love and 

provide and pray for him from afar.  

 

A few months later, Lisa contacted 

me about a young man named 

Jacob. It turned out that Ben had 

another brother. A younger brother 

who stayed back in the village at 

the time their father was dying. 

Ben and Jacob’s family decided to 

had into Jacob’s education since 

he seemed to be the healthiest, 

brightest and potentially best-

suited to help the rest of the 

family.  Jacob lived with his 

uncle, but when the money ran 

out, Jacob’s uncle informed him 

he had fulfilled his contract with 

the family, so Jacob found himself 

on his own.  Once again, my 

decision to sponsor Jacob came 

rather easy. He was a bright 

young man who wanted to 

continue learning. He was Ben’s 

brother and I thought it would 

bring joy to Ben to be reunited 

with his brother as they both grew 

in faith and their education. 

 

While the decision to be a sponsor 

was not a hard one to make, 

having the means to do so has not 

always been so easy. At times 

I’ve found it difficult to meet my 

sponsorship fees. Shortly after 

deciding to sponsor Ben, I was 

laid off from my job in the wake 

of our economy’s financial 

collapse. Nonetheless, I made a 

commitment to him, his education 

and the Dorcas Widows Fund, so 

despite my reduction in income, I 

did not withdraw my sponsorship. 

Between consulting projects and 

making lifestyle changes, I feel 

blessed that the Lord has provided 

blessed that the Lord has provided 

the financial resources I’ve needed 

to continue my sponsorship over 

the years. In fact, in spite of the 

economic hurdles that life has 

thrown my way, sponsoring Ben 

and Jacob has never felt like a 

burden. On the contrary, it’s been 

a blessing. I share the news of 

their progress with my own two 

teenage children and they find 

pleasure in hearing about their 

“brothers” in Uganda. The cards, 

notes, and gifts I’ve received from 

Ben and Jacob, are priceless. Two 

hearts of Africa live in my home -- 

on the pages they write and in the 

gifts they send (see picture below). 

 

Sometimes when I’m out running 

in the morning I look up to the sky 

and I wonder what Ben and Jacob 

are doing. Then, I smile, because 

even though they’re thousands of 

miles away across the ocean, 

we’re sharing the same view of 

God’s glorious star-lit creation. I 

am thankful and honored to be a 

part of Ben and Jacob’s lives.  

WWW.DORCASWIDOWS.ORG 574 PRAIRIE CENTER DRIVE #135-109 EDEN PRAIRIE, MN   55344 612.710.1278 

Clean Water and Food for Christmas 

Due to the tremendous response from our supporters on 
Nov 26

th
 – “Give to the Max Day”, we are happy to 

announce that we will providing each Dorcas Widow with 
a TivaWater filter and enough rice, beans and maize flour 
to feed them and their children for the month of 
December!  

Thank you to all who participated!  
 

Have a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year from all of us at 

Dorcas Widows Fund! 

Child Sponsorship Opportunities 
 

If the stories of Ben, Jacob and Michelle have stirred your heart, 
would you consider sponsoring a child and change their life by 
giving them an opportunity for education, health and a future? 
 
Now is the perfect time to start a new sponsorship as the children 
in Uganda will begin a new school year in January. Sponsorship 
starts as low as $30 per month. 
 

Please contact lisa@dorcaswidows.org for biographies of 
children waiting to be sponsored. 

mailto:lisa@dorcaswidows.org

